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December 14, 2011 
 
 
To:   Members of the Volunteer Committee 

From:   Ron Coleman, Chairman 

Subject:  Statewide Application of DMV Rules, Regulations and Recommended   

   Compliance Practices 

Executive Summary 
 
The issue of proper training, education and qualifications for apparatus operators is a key issue.  
National statistics have demonstrated time after time that apparatus accidents are a leading cause of 
firefighter injury and fatality.  This document is being provided to the volunteer fire service as a tool to 
assure high quality consideration for apparatus operators who are chauffeuring emergency vehicles 
under emergency conditions.  The document consists of a problem statement, documents from the 
5a±Σ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ CƛǊŜ aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀm activity in the field and a 
recommended course of action by a local fire chief.   
 
This document is not intended to be a legal reference but rather a supportive document for the training 
and education of the volunteer fire service.   
 
Introduction 
 
Assembly Bill 1648 was authored by Assemblyman Jeff Jeffries in order to clarify the licensing 
requirements for a firefighter in the operation of fire department equipment.  A copy of that Bill is 
attached to this position paper.  (Appendix) 
 
Problem Statement 
 
Recently we have been notified by members of the volunteer fire service that there are areas of the 
state that are interpreting this law in a fashion that is having negative impact on local volunteer 
firefighters.  This was brought to our attention by an attendee at the Redding Workshop.  These local 
interpretations are being provided by a variety of authorities ranging from the CHP, DMV and in some 
cases local fire authorities.  Some of these interpretations are contradictory to the intent of Assembly 
Bill 1648.   
 
The purpose of this position paper is to provide a fundamental document for each volunteer fire chief as 
to what the law states and what the authorities are with respect to the interpretation of this law and to 
develop a set of recommended compliance practices.  This inconsistency makes it more difficult for the 
volunteer fire service to function.  The issue needs to be remedied on a statewide level.  Adoption of 
some recommended practices should help with consistency in providing firefighter safety. 
 
Jeff Gilbert, serving as Liaison for the Volunteer Committee, has provided a contact number for DMV.  It 
is: Mark Ferguson, 916-657-8209.  John Crivello added the name of Tim Marrison.   Both of these 



5 
 

individuals have been contacted.  The DMV Representatives that worked on this document include Kala 
Peterson. 
 
They have been given a copy of this document for their review.   
 

CSFA POSITION ON INTERPRETATION OF THE LAW 

In preparation of this material by the CSFA Volunteer Committee a Subcommittee was created.  It is 
listed below.   The intent is to provide a document to interested volunteer fire chiefs that will allow 
them to proceed to resolve this issue locally.  The CSFA Subcommittee is as follows:  

 Ronny J. Coleman 
 Jeff Gilbert 
 Bill Haars 
 John Crivello 
 Afrack Vargas 
 cc: Mike Richwine, CSFM 
  Bob Pearce  
  Jerry Hlavac 
  Tim Marrison  
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DMV 

Two documents have been brought to our attention that are published by DMV.  The first of these is 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ CƛǊŜfighter License DL2011-лпέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ CŜō уth, 2011, and the second is 
ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ 9ƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ¢Ŝǎǘ 5[нлмм-нлέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ WǳƴŜ уth, 2011.  Both of these documents 
are now in the appendix of this document. 

SFM INFORMATION 

A meeting was conducted with Mike Richwine and Mary Wilshire from State Fire Training to determine 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ CƛǊŜ aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
should be providing information on DMV policy as a professional courtesy to DMV.  Therefore, their 
position on this issue is to give us information that should be useful in achieving compliance but is not 
intended to be a statement of DMV policy.  If you go to the Fireline Special Notices, 
www.osfm.fire.ca.gov ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ LƳǇŀŎǘǎΣ CƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ 
5ǊƛǾŜǊκhǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ м! /ƻǳǊǎŜέΦ   

This special notice identifies the new prerequisites for Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 1A.  Originally, a 
restricted license was a prerequisite to attend Firefighter 1A and to be certified.  This bulletin clearly 
states that there are now two options for a person to enter and take the certified Driver/Operator 
course.  They are as follows: 

  

http://www.osfm.fire.ca.gov/
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Option 1:  

Hold a CaƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƭŀǎǎ / ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
way signed by you and your Fire Chief.  This form is attached and also available on our website under 
άCƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

Option 2: 

Hold a California Claǎǎ !Σ .Σ ƻǊ / ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜ aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŀƎŜǎ 
for the instructor guide and student supplement.  These replacement pages can be downloaded from 
ǘƘŜ άLƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /{Ca ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
these replacement pages can be clarified by contacting Mary Wilshire at 916-327-2129.   

LOCAL ABILITY TO PROVIDE TRAINING  

The law provides the opportunity for the local fire chief or the local county Training Officers Association 
όCƛǊŜ /ƘƛŜŦǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴύ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǳǊǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ 
conduct the training.  This training should comply with the minimum NFPA Standard for 
Driver/Operator.  

!. мспу ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ {ǘŀǘŜ CƛǊŜ 
Marshal Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 1A course that meets /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ п ƻŦ bCt! мллнΦέ  {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦоΦм 
of NFPA Chapter 4 requires driving on a public way, which is not part of the Driver/Operator 1A 
course.  Therefore, verification of driving experience on a public way must be provided prior to 
attending the class.  The bolded sentence of this paragraph is extremely important.  The reason that it is 
important is that this does not say that you have to complete a certified Driver 1A course.   

The following is the sections of NFPA 4.3.1 that a fire chief needs to verify when they are approving an 

individual from their department: 

4.3.1 Operate a fire department vehicle, given a vehicle and a predetermined route on a public way that 
incorporates the maneuvers and features specified in the following list, that the driver/operator is 
expected to encounter during normal operations, so that the vehicle is operated in compliance with all 
applicable state and local laws, departmental rules and regulations, and the requirements of NFPA 1500, 
Section 4.2 
(1)  Four left turns and four right turns 
(2)  A straight section of urban business street or a two-lane rural road at least 1 mile in length 
(3)  One through-intersection and two intersections where a stop has to be made 
(4)  One railroad crossing 
(5)  One curve, either left or right 
(6)  A section of limited-access highway that includes a conventional ramp entrance and exit and a 
section of road long enough to allow two lane changes 
(7)  A downgrade steep enough and long enough to require down-shifting and braking 
(8)  An upgrade steep enough and long enough to require gear changing to maintain speed 
(9)  One underpass or a low clearance or bridge 
 
A fire department vehicle for this section requires a GVWR greater than 26,000 pounds.  
 

What this now means is that fire chiefs are in the position of verifying that they are the person who is 
certifying that their firefighter meets these minimum requirements.  The State Fire Marshal has a model 
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letter on their website that outlines these prerequisite requirements and provides a letter format that 
can be downloaded and forwarded if and when a person applies to take Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 
1A Course for certification.   
 
NOTABLY, a local fire chief or a county training officers association can conduct this training without 
ever applying for certification. That would be a state mandate and is not included in the law.  However, 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
available in the system.   
 

FIRE APPARATUS DRIVER/OPERATOR 1A ς SFM RESOURCES 

¢ƘŜ CƛǊŜ aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ written information on Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 

1A Course:  

¶ Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Instructor Guide January 2011 @ 35$ 

¶ Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Student Manual  @ 20$ 

¶ Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Power Point Slides October 2008 85$ 

¶ Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 1A Emergency Vehicle Operations Student Supplement 
Replacement Pages Free 

¶ These items can be purchased one time and used by the individual department. The cost is 
about $140.00 

¶ Costs of Certification by CSFM 65$ 
 

In summary what is required in the training is to meet certain performance requirements stated in the 

law.  These are consistent with the performance requirements of a person seeking certification but they 

are not as inclusive. A person does not have unless they want to be. 

2ND MEETING 

After preparing the first several drafts of this position paper Tim Marrison, Assistant Fire Chief of Los 

Banos suggested a meeting to be held with DMV to clarify the issues more clearly. This meeting was held 

on October 19th, 2011.  As a result of that discussion a series of illustrations were created that describe 7 

different aspects of the process.  They include: 

1. Class C License, adding a firefighter endorsement 
2. Class C with Firefighter Endorsement upgrading to a commercial A/B/C with firefighter 

Endorsement 
3. Commercial A/B/C with Firefighter Endorsement downgrading to non-Commercial A/B/C with 

Firefighter Endorsement. 
4. Commercial Class A/B/C Adding Firefighter Endorsement 
5. Restricted Class A/B Firefighter License at time of renewal  
6. Requirement to be a Fire Department Approved Driver Trainer/Evaluator 
7. What are the Two Options available to obtain a Class C Firefighter Endorsement  

 

Chief Marrison is prepared to hold a workshop in Los Banos on this entire topic in February 7th 2012. The 

program will start at 1000 and be over at noon.  The location will be 645 7th Street, Los Banos, 93635. 

There is a power point presentation that will be available at the time.  Attendees will be given an 

opportunity to ask questions.  The charts of these processes are listed in the next pages.  
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Figure 1 - Class C License, Adding a Firefighter Endorsement 
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Figure 2 - Class C with Firefighter Endorsement upgrading to a Commercial A/B/C with Firefighter 
Endorsement 
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Figure 3 - Commercial Class A/B/C with a Firefighter Endorsement Downgrading to a Non-Commercial 
A/B/C with the Firefighter Endorsement 
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Figure 4 ς Commercial Class A/B/C Adding Firefighter Endorsement 
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Figure 5 - Restricted Class A/B Firefighter License at Time of Renewal 
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Figure 6 - Requirements to be a Fire Department Approved Driver Trainer/Evaluator 
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Figure 7 - Two Training Options 
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SUMMARY 

In summary, this is the best information we have available on the statewide application of DMV rules, 

regulations and recommended compliance practices.  There are some implications of this process that 

need to be studied further.  That issue is discussed in the Recommended Action area of this document. 

SAMPLES OF LOCAL PRACTICES TO IMPLEMENT THESE PROVISIONS 

TULARE COUNTY TRAINING PACKAGE 

John Crivello from Tulare County has provided us with a Driver Operator Training Package currently in 
use in Tulare Kings County Fire Departments.  Subcommittee members should review the appendix in 
this document to get a flavor for what has been done in that region. 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY POLICY 

The San Diego County Policy has been forwarded to the committee.  Please refer to the appendices to 
review that document to see how they have put these practices into place. 

FIRE DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA (FDAC) 

The FDAC forwarded a copy of a power point presentation that they created to help share information.  
Lǘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ CƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎέΦ  {ŜŜ ŀǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ 

SOLANO COUNTY DOCUMENTS 

Chief Cherie Rita has provided us with a set of documents that have been adopted by Solano County 
Training Officers Association.  Please see appendix. 

WEAVERVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT POLICY 

The Weaverville Fire Department provided the committee with a spreadsheet that they use as a check 
off for their driver.  It is designed so that as the evaluator checks off the driver during evaluation it 
calculates the score automatically.  It is being reproduced in the appendix as a word document but in 
actuality it is a spreadsheet. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION BY LOCAL  FIRE CHIEF 

After collecting all of this information, it is abundantly clear that there are lots of opportunities for 
people to misunderstand, misinterpret or misapply what is being required.  The feedback I have received 
from members of the committee iǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
process early on because now they have to retrench.  Others state that they think the system is way too 
complicated and needs to be simplified.   

Like almost every other program that affects the fire service, the answer is probably somewhere in 
between. 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ƳŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ 
office, there is room for at least one more attempt to simplify and clarify the requirement.  In those 
counties that have aggressive training officers, who have developed complex systems, they may not 
wish to do anything if they are obtaining compliance.   
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Here are what appear to be the basic requirements:  

Step 1 

Determine whether or not you are going to respond to this issue as an individual fire department or as a 
member of a regional/county training officers or fire chiefs association.   

Step 2 

Determine the number of individuals that will require opportunity to obtain this licensing over the next 
18 months.  Develop a submission process for your individual members. Examples are included in Solano 
and Tulare County Appendices.   

Step 3 

Identify those individuals in your department (or county) that are qualified to conduct the training to 
meet the NFPA criterion as stated earlier.  There are several samples contained in the Appendices for an 
approach to this process.   

Step 4 

Determine a submission process to be used by your department or by the region to submit records to 
DMV.   

Step 5 

Conduct local training to meet NFPA criterion as stated earlier.  Develop a check sheet on knowledge 
skills and abilities for use by the instructor to be included in submittal packets. Or: 

Conduct a SFM Approved DO1A Class with a CSFM Approved Instructor  

Step 6 

If there are members of the organization that desire to move on and actually receive certification at 
5ǊƛǾŜǊ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ [ŜǾŜƭ м! ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ CƛǊŜ aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ 
website. 

Step 7 

Have individuals submit paperwork to DMV.  This will have to be accompanied by fees.   

IMPLICATION: 

There is a built-in dilemma created by this process. While this process does eliminate the 
Class B Driver License for the day to day operations of fire agencies there may be a longer 
term concern being created. Current state law requires that the Trainer /Evaluators MUST 
Maintain a Commercial Class A or B License.  What happens when the current cadre retires 
and/or leaves the program? Those that they train and evaluate have little incentive to move 
up to the Class A or B Category.  
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APPENDIX: ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1648 

CHAPTER 360 

An act to amend Sections 1808.1, 12804.9, and 15278 of, to add Section 12804.11 to, and to repeal 
Sections 12954, 15250.6, and 15250.7 of, the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles. 

[ Approved By Governor September 25, 2010. Filed with  
Secretary of State September 27, 2010. ]  

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

AB  мспуΣ WŜŦŦǊƛŜǎΦ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΥ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΥ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ  

(1)  Existing law prohibits a person from operating firefighting equipment unless that person has in 
Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘΦ 
9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛnation appropriate to 

the class of vehicle the applicant desires to drive. Class B vehicles include, among others, a vehicle with a 
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of more than 26,000 pounds. Successful completion of the 
examination to drive a class B vehicle qualifies the person to operate all vehicles covered under class C. 
Class C vehicles include, among others, a vehicle with a GVWR of 26,000 pounds or less. 

This bill would revise and recast the provisions regulating the operation of firefighting equipment, as 
defined, to permit certain persons employed as a firefighter or registered as a volunteer firefighter to 
operate firefighting equipment only if the person holds a class A, class B, or class C license, with certain 
exceptions, and a firefighter endorsement issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles, after providing 
to the department proof of current employment or registration as a volunteer firefighter with a fire 
department and evidence of fire equipment operation training, as specified, passing the written 
firefighter examination developed by the department with the cooperation of the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal, and submitting a report of medical examination on a department-approved form. 

(2)  Existing law requires an employer of a driver who drives a specified vehicle, including a vehicle 
for which the driver is required to have a class A or B license, to participate in a pull-notice system, for 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
current public record as recorded by the department. Existing law requires a fee to accompany a request 
to participate in the pull-notice system. 

This bill would exempt a fire department, as described, from paying the requisite fee to participate in 
the pull-notice system. 

The bill would make related changes. 
(3)  This bill would incorporate additional changes in Section 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code proposed by 

AB 2777 to be operative only if AB 2777 and this bill are both chaptered and become effective on or 
before January 1, 2011, and this bill is chaptered last. 

(4)  This bill would incorporate additional changes in Section 12804.9 of the Vehicle Code proposed 
by SB 1475 to be operative only if SB 1475 and this bill are both chaptered and become effective on or 
before January 1, 2011, and this bill is chaptered last. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 
SECTION 1.  Section 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read: 
1808.1. (a)  The prospective employer of a driver who drives a vehicle specified in subdivision (k) shall 

ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ CƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 
of this subdivision, a report is current if it was issued less than 30 days prior to the date the employer 
employs the driver. The report shall be reviewed, signed, and dated by the employer and maintained at 
ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ-notice system report pursuant to subdivisions 
(b) and (c). These reports shall be presented upon request to an authorized representative of the 
Department of the California Highway Patrol during regular business hours. 
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(b)  The employer of a driver who drives a vehicle specified in subdivision (k) shall participate in a 
pull-notice system, which is a process for the purpose of providing the employer with a report showing 
ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΣ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǊŜǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ or any other 
ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻǊ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΣ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŀƴŎŜƭŜŘΦ !ǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
the pull-notice system means obtaining a requester code and enrolling all employed drivers who drive a 
vehicle specified in subdivision (k) under that requester code. 

(c)  The employer of a driver of a vehicle specified in subdivision (k) shall, additionally, obtain a 
periodic report from the department at least every 12 months. The employer shall verify that each 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƻƪŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
count, and whether the employee has been convicted of a violation of Section 23152 or 23153. The 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
business. The report shall be presented upon demand to an authorized representative of the 
Department of the California Highway Patrol during regular business hours. 

(d)  ¦Ǉƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ-notice system. 

(e)  For the purposes of the pull-notice system and periodic report process required by subdivisions 
(b) and (c), an owner, other than an owner-operator as defined in Section 34624, and an employer who 
drives a vehicle described in subdivision (k) shall be enrolled as if he or she were an employee. A family 
member and a volunteer driver who drives a vehicle described in subdivision (k) shall also be enrolled as 
if he or she were an employee. 

(f)  An employer who, after receiving a driving record pursuant to this section, employs or continues 
to employ as a driver a person against whom a disqualifying action has been taken regarding his or her 
ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΣ ƛǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΣ 
shall be punished by confinement in a county jail for not more than six months, by a fine of not more 
than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that confinement and fine. 

(g)  As part of its inspection of bus maintenance facilities and terminals required at least once every 
13 months pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 34501, the Department of the California Highway Patrol 
shall determine whether each transit operator, as defined in Section 99210 of the Public Utilities Code, 
is then in compliance with this section and Section 12804.6, and shall certify each operator found to be 
in compliance. Funds shall not be allocated pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 99200) of 
Part 11 of Division 10 of the Public Utilities Code to a transit operator that the Department of the 
California Highway Patrol has not certified pursuant to this section. 

(h) (1)  A request to participate in the pull-notice system established by this section shall be 
accompanied by a fee determined by the department to be sufficient to defray the entire actual cost to 
the department for the notification service. For the receipt of subsequent reports, the employer shall 
also be charged a fee established by the department pursuant to Section 1811. An employer who 
qualifies pursuant to Section 1812 shall be exempt from any fee required pursuant to this section. 
CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
notification services. 

(2)  A regularly organized fire department, having official recognition of the city, county, city and 
county, or district in which the department is located shall participate in the pull-notice program and 
shall not be subject to the fee established pursuant to this subdivision. 

(i)  The department, as soon as feasible, may establish an automatic procedure to provide the 
periodic reports to an employer by mail or via an electronic delivery method, as required by subdivision 
(c), on a regular basis without the need for individual requests. 

(j) (1)  The employer of a driver who is employed as a casual driver is not required to enter that 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ-notice system, as otherwise required by subdivision (a). However, the employer 
ƻŦ ŀ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ 
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the department, prior to allowing a casual driver to drive a vehicle specified in subdivision (k). A report is 
current if it was issued less than six months prior to the date the employer employs the driver. 

(2)  For the purposes of this subdivision, a driver is employed as a casual driver when the employer 
Ƙŀǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ол Řŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ά/ŀǎǳŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
include a driver who operates a vehicle that requires a passenger transportation endorsement. 

(k)  This section applies to a vehicle for the operation of which the driver is required to have a class A 
ƻǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ . ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ / ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ / ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
issued pursuant to Section 12814.7, or a certificate issued pursuant to Section 2512, 12517, 12519, 
12520, 12523, or 12523.5, or a passenger vehicle having a seating capacity of not more than 10 persons, 
including the driver, operated for compensation by a charter-party carrier of passengers or passenger 
stage corporation pursuant to a certificate of public convenience and necessity or a permit issued by the 
Public Utilities Commission. 

(l)  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΣέ άŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΣέ ƻǊ 
άƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ 

(m)  A motor carrier who contracts with a person to drive a vehicle described in subdivision (k) that is 
owned by, or leased to, that motor carrier, shall be subject to subdivisions (a), (b), (c), (d), (f), (j), (k), and 
( l ) and the employer obligations in those subdivisions. 

SEC. 1.5.  Section 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read: 
1808.1.  (a)  The prospective employer of a driver who drives a vehicle specified in subdivision (k) 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ department. For 
purposes of this subdivision, a report is current if it was issued less than 30 days prior to the date the 
employer employs the driver. The report shall be reviewed, signed, and dated by the employer and 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻf business until receipt of the pull-notice system report pursuant to 
subdivisions (b) and (c). These reports shall be presented upon request to an authorized representative 
of the Department of the California Highway Patrol during regular business hours. 

(b)  The employer of a driver who drives a vehicle specified in subdivision (k) shall participate in a 
pull-notice system, which is a process for the purpose of providing the employer with a report showing 
ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ the department, and any subsequent convictions, 
ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΣ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǊŜǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻǊ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΣ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
emploȅŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŀƴŎŜƭŜŘΦ !ǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
the pull-notice system means obtaining a requester code and enrolling all employed drivers who drive a 
vehicle specified in subdivision (k) under that requester code. 

(c)  The employer of a driver of a vehicle specified in subdivision (k) shall, additionally, obtain a 
periodic report from the department at least every 12 months. The employer shall verify that each 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƻƪŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
count, and whether the employee has been convicted of a violation of Section 23152 or 23153. The 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
business. The report shall be presented upon demand to an authorized representative of the 
Department of the California Highway Patrol during regular business hours. 

(d)  ¦Ǉƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ to 
ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ-notice system. 

(e)  For the purposes of the pull-notice system and periodic report process required by subdivisions 
(b) and (c), an owner, other than an owner-operator as defined in Section 34624, and an employer who 
drives a vehicle described in subdivision (k) shall be enrolled as if he or she were an employee. A family 
member and a volunteer driver who drives a vehicle described in subdivision (k) shall also be enrolled as 
if he or she were an employee. 

(f)  An employer who, after receiving a driving record pursuant to this section, employs or continues 
to employ as a driver a person against whom a disqualifying action has been taken regarding his or her 
ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ, is guilty of a public offense, and upon conviction thereof, 
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shall be punished by confinement in a county jail for not more than six months, by a fine of not more 
than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that confinement and fine. 

(g)  As part of its inspection of bus maintenance facilities and terminals required at least once every 
13 months pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 34501, the Department of the California Highway Patrol 
shall determine whether each transit operator, as defined in Section 99210 of the Public Utilities Code, 
is then in compliance with this section and Section 12804.6, and shall certify each operator found to be 
in compliance. Funds shall not be allocated pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 99200) of 
Part 11 of Division 10 of the Public Utilities Code to a transit operator that the Department of the 
California Highway Patrol has not certified pursuant to this section. 

(h) (1)  A request to participate in the pull-notice system established by this section shall be 
accompanied by a fee determined by the department to be sufficient to defray the entire actual cost to 
the department for the notification service. For the receipt of subsequent reports, the employer shall 
also be charged a fee established by the department pursuant to Section 1811. An employer who 
qualifies pursuant to Section 1812 shall be exempt from any fee required pursuant to this section. 
CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
notification services. 

(2)  A regularly organized fire department, having official recognition of the city, county, city and 
county, or district in which the department is located, shall participate in the pull-notice program and 
shall not be subject to the fee established pursuant to this subdivision. 

(i)  The department, as soon as feasible, may establish an automatic procedure to provide the 
periodic reports to an employer by mail or via an electronic delivery method, as required by subdivision 
(c), on a regular basis without the need for individual requests. 

(j) (1)  The employer of a driver who is employed as a casual driver is not required to enter that 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƭƭ-notice system, as otherwise required by subdivision (a). However, the employer 
of a cŀǎǳŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ 
the department, prior to allowing a casual driver to drive a vehicle specified in subdivision (k). A report is 
current if it was issued less than six months prior to the date the employer employs the driver. 

(2)  For the purposes of this subdivision, a driver is employed as a casual driver when the employer 
Ƙŀǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ол Řŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ά/ŀǎǳŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
include a driver who operates a vehicle that requires a passenger transportation endorsement. 

(k)  This section applies to a vehicle for the operation of which the driver is required to have a class A 
ƻǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ . ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ / ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŀȊardous materials endorsement, a class C license 
issued pursuant to Section 12814.7, or a certificate issued pursuant to Section 12517, 12519, 12520, 
12523, 12523.5, or 12527, or a passenger vehicle having a seating capacity of not more than 10 persons, 
including the driver, operated for compensation by a charter-party carrier of passengers or passenger 
stage corporation pursuant to a certificate of public convenience and necessity or a permit issued by the 
Public Utilities Commission. 

( l )  This section shŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΣέ άŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΣέ ƻǊ 
άƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ 

(m)  A motor carrier who contracts with a person to drive a vehicle described in subdivision (k) that is 
owned by, or leased to, that motor carrier, shall be subject to subdivisions (a), (b), (c), (d), (f), (j), (k), and 
( l ) and the employer obligations in those subdivisions. 

SEC. 2.  Section 12804.9 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read: 
12804.9.  (a) (1)  The examination shall include all of the following: 
(A)  ! ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻŘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ 

the operation of vehicles upon the highways. 
(B)  ! ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘǿay traffic and 

directional signs. 
(C)  ! ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜǿŀȅ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ 

markers, and traffic control devices established by the Department of Transportation. 
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(D)  An actual demonstration of ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ 
operating a motor vehicle by driving it under the supervision of an examining officer. The applicant shall 
submit to an examination appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of vehicles he or she 
desires a license to drive, except that the department may waive the driving test part of the examination 
for any applicant who submits a license issued by another state, territory, or possession of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if the department verifies through 
any acknowledged national driver record data source that there are no stops, holds, or other 
impediments to its issuance. The examining officer may request to see evidence of financial 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ 
the vehicle. The examining officer may refuse to examine an applicant who is unable to provide proof of 
financial responsibility for the vehicle, unless proof of financial responsibility is not required by this 
code. 

(E)  A test of the hearing and eyesight of the applicant, and of other matters that may be necessary to 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǘƻr vehicle upon the highways, 
and whether any grounds exist for refusal of a license under this code. 

(2)  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ! ƻǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ . ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όōύ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ 
report of a medical examination of the applicant given not more than two years prior to the date of the 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΦ !ǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘΣ άƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ 
person who is licensed, certified, or registered in accordance with applicable state laws and regulations 
to practice medicine and perform physical examinations in the United States. Health care professionals 
are doctors of medicine, doctors of osteopathy, physician assistants, and registered advanced practice 
nurses, or doctors of chiropractic who are clinically competent to perform the medical examination 
presently required of motor carrier drivers by the federal Department of Transportation. The report 
shall be on a form approved by the department, the federal Department of Transportation, or the 
Federal Aviation Administration. In establishing the requirements, consideration may be given to the 
standards presently required of motor carrier drivers by the Federal Highway Administration. 

(3)  A physical defect of the applicant that, in the opinion of the department, is compensated for to 
ensure safe driving ability, shall not prevent the issuance of a license to the applicant. 

(b)  In accordance with the following classifications, an appliŎŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 
required to submit to an examination appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of 
vehicles the applicant desires a license to drive: 

(1)  Class A includes the following: 
(A)  A combination of vehicles, if a vehicle being towed has a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 

10,000 pounds. 
(B)  A vehicle towing more than one vehicle. 
(C)  A trailer bus. 
(D)  The operation of all vehicles under class B and class C. 
(2)  Class B includes the following: 
(A)  Except as provided in subparagraph (H) of paragraph (3), a single vehicle with a gross vehicle 

weight rating of more than 26,000 pounds. 
(B)  A single vehicle with three or more axles, except any three-axle vehicle weighing less than 6,000 

pounds. 
(C)  A bus except a trailer bus. 
(D)  A farm labor vehicle. 
(E)  A single vehicle with three or more axles or a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 26,000 

pounds towing another vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. 
(F)  A house car over 40 feet in length, excluding safety devices and safety bumpers. 
(G)  The operation of all vehicles covered under class C. 
(3)  Class C includes the following: 
(A)  A two-axle vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000 pounds or less, including when the 

vehicle is towing a trailer or semitrailer with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. 
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(B)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen 
when towing a trailer coach not exceeding 9,000 pounds gross. 

(C)  A house car of 40 feet in length or less. 
(D)  A three-axle vehicle weighing 6,000 pounds gross or less. 
(E)  A house car of 40 feet in length or less or a vehicle towing another vehicle with a gross vehicle 

weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, including when a tow dolly is used. A person driving a vehicle 
may not tow another vehicle in violation of Section 21715. 

(F) (i)  A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing either a trailer coach 
or a fifth-wheel travel trailer not exceeding 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating, when the towing 
of the trailer is not for compensation. 

(ii)  A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing a fifth-wheel travel 
trailer exceeding 10,000 pounds, but not exceeding 15,000 pounds, gross vehicle weight rating, when 
the towing of the trailer is not for compensation, and if the person has passed a specialized written 
examination provided by the department relating to the knowledge of this code and other safety 
aspects governing the towing of recreational vehicles upon the highway. 

The authority to operate combinations of vehicles under this subparagraph may be granted by 
endorsement on a class C license upon completion of that written examination. 

(G)  A vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating or a gross vehicle 
weight rating, as those terms are defined in subdivisions (j) and (k), respectively, of Section 15210, of 
26,000 pounds or less, if all of the following conditions are met: 

(i)  Is operated by a farmer, an employee of a farmer, or an instructor credentialed in agriculture as 
part of an instructional program in agriculture at the high school, community college, or university level. 

(ii)  Is used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations. 
(iii)  Is not used in the capacity of a for-hire carrier or for compensation. 
(H)  Firefighting equipment, provided that the equipment is operated by a person who holds a 

firefighter endorsement pursuant to Section 12804.11. 
(I)  A motorized scooter. 
(J)  Class C does not include a two-wheel motorcycle or a two-wheel motor-driven cycle. 
(4)  Class M1. A two-wheel motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle. Authority to operate a vehicle 

included in a class M1 license may be granted by endorsement on a class A, B, or C license upon 
completion of an appropriate examination. 

(5) (A)  Class M2 includes the following: 
(i)  A motorized bicycle or moped, or a bicycle with an attached motor, except a motorized bicycle 

described in subdivision (b) of Section 406. 
(ii)  A motorized scooter. 
(B)  Authority to operate vehicles included in class M2 may be granted by endorsement on a class A, 

B, or C license upon completion of an appropriate examination, except that no endorsement is required 
for a motorized scooter. Persons holding a class M1 license or endorsement may operate vehicles 
included in class M2 without further examination. 

(c)  ! ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ŀǎ 
defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, any other motor vehicle defined in paragraph (1) or (2) of 
ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όōύΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
license endorsement under Section 15275, unless a medical certificate approved by the department, the 
federal Department of Transportation, or the Federal Aviation Administration, that has been issued 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 
possession, and a copy of the medical examination report from which the certificate was issued is on file 
with the department. Otherwise, the license is valid only for operating class C vehicles that are not 
commercial vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, and for operating class M1 or M2 
vehicles, if so endorsed, that are not commercial vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210. 

(d)  A license or driver certificate issued prior to the enactment of Chapter 7 (commencing with 
Section 15200) is valid to operate the class or type of vehicles specified under the law in existence prior 
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to that enactment until the license or certificate expires or is otherwise suspended, revoked, or 
canceled. 

(e)  The department may accept a certificate of driving skill that is issued by an employer, authorized 
by the department to issue a certificate under Section 15250, of the applicant, in lieu of a driving test, 
on class A or B applications, if the applicant has first qualified for a class C license and has met the other 
examination requirements for the license for which he or she is applying. The certificate may be 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
license for which he or she is applying. 

(f)  The department may accept a certificate of competence in lieu of a driving test on class M1 or M2 
applications, when the certificate is issued by a law enforcement agency for its officers who operate 
class M1 or M2 vehicles in their duties, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements for 
the license for which he or she is applying. 

(g)  The department may accept a certificate of satisfactory completion of a novice motorcyclist 
training program approved by the commissioner pursuant to Section 2932 in lieu of a driving test on 
class M1 or M2 applications, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements for the license 
for which he or she is applying. The department shall review and approve the written and driving test 
used by a program to determine whether the program may issue a certificate of completion. 

(h)  bƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όōύΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
may operate a short-term rental motorized bicycle without taking any special examination for the 
operation of a motorized bicycle, and without having a class M2 endorsement on that license. As used in 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ άǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳέ ƳŜŀƴǎ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎΦ 

(i)  A person under the age of 21 years may not be issued a class M1 or M2 license or endorsement 
unless he or she provides evidence satisfactory to the department of completion of a motorcycle safety 
training program that is operated pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 2930) of Chapter 5 of 
Division 2. 

(j)  A driver of a vanpool vehicle may operate with a class C license but shall possess evidence of a 
medical examination required for a class B license when operating vanpool vehicles. In order to be 
eligible to drive the vanpool vehicle, the driver shall keep in the vanpool vehicle a statement, signed 
under penalty of perjury, that he or she has not been convicted of reckless driving, drunk driving, or a 
hit-and-run offense in the last five years. 

SEC. 2.5.  Section 12804.9 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read: 
12804.9.  (a) (1)  The examination shall include all of the following: 
(A)  ! ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻŘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ 

the operation of vehicles upon the highways. 
(B)  ! ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ to read and understand simple English used in highway traffic and 

directional signs. 
(C)  ! ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜǿŀȅ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ 

markers, and traffic control devices established by the Department of Transportation. 
(D)  ! ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘƘŜƭŘ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ 

use and text messaging while operating a motor vehicle. 
(E)  !ƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ 

operating a motor vehicle by driving it under the supervision of an examining officer. The applicant shall 
submit to an examination appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of vehicles he or she 
desires a license to drive, except that the department may waive the driving test part of the examination 
for any applicant who submits a license issued by another state, territory, or possession of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if the department verifies through 
any acknowledged national driver record data source that there are no stops, holds, or other 
impediments to its issuance. The examining officer may request to see evidence of financial 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ 
the vehicle. The examining officer may refuse to examine an applicant who is unable to provide proof of 
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financial responsibility for the vehicle, unless proof of financial responsibility is not required by this 
code. 

(F)  A test of the hearing and eyesight of the applicant, and of other matters that may be necessary to 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘysical fitness to operate a motor vehicle upon the highways, 
and whether any grounds exist for refusal of a license under this code. 

(2)  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ! ƻǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ . ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όōύ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ 
report of a medical examination of the applicant given not more than two years prior to the date of the 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΦ !ǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘΣ άƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ 
person who is licensed, certified, or registered in accordance with applicable state laws and regulations 
to practice medicine and perform physical examinations in the United States. Health care professionals 
are doctors of medicine, doctors of osteopathy, physician assistants, and registered advanced practice 
nurses, or doctors of chiropractic who are clinically competent to perform the medical examination 
presently required of motor carrier drivers by the federal Department of Transportation. The report 
shall be on a form approved by the department, the federal Department of Transportation, or the 
Federal Aviation Administration. In establishing the requirements, consideration may be given to the 
standards presently required of motor carrier drivers by the Federal Highway Administration. 

(3)  A physical defect of the applicant that, in the opinion of the department, is compensated for to 
ensure safe driving ability shall not prevent the issuance of a license to the applicant. 

(b)  Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǎƘŀƭl be 
required to submit to an examination appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of 
vehicles the applicant desires a license to drive: 

(1)  Class A includes the following: 
(A)  A combination of vehicles, if a vehicle being towed has a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 

10,000 pounds. 
(B)  A vehicle towing more than one vehicle. 
(C)  A trailer bus. 
(D)  The operation of all vehicles under class B and class C. 
(2)  Class B includes the following: 
(A)  Except as provided for in subparagraph (H) of paragraph (3), a single vehicle with a gross vehicle 

weight rating of more than 26,000 pounds. 
(B)  A single vehicle with three or more axles, except any three-axle vehicle weighing less than 6,000 

pounds. 
(C)  A bus except a trailer bus. 
(D)  A farm labor vehicle. 
(E)  A single vehicle with three or more axles or a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 26,000 

pounds towing another vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. 
(F)  A house car over 40 feet in length, excluding safety devices and safety bumpers. 
(G)  The operation of all vehicles covered under class C. 
(3)  Class C includes the following: 
(A)  A two-axle vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000 pounds or less, including when the 

vehicle is towing a trailer or semitrailer with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. 
(B)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen 

when towing a trailer coach not exceeding 9,000 pounds gross. 
(C)  A house car of 40 feet in length or less. 
(D)  A three-axle vehicle weighing 6,000 pounds gross or less. 
(E)  A house car of 40 feet in length or less or vehicle towing another vehicle with a gross vehicle 

weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, including when a tow dolly is used. A person driving a vehicle 
may not tow another vehicle in violation of Section 21715. 

(F) (i)  A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing either a trailer coach 
or a fifth-wheel travel trailer not exceeding 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating, when the towing 
of the trailer is not for compensation. 
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(ii)  A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing a fifth-wheel travel 
trailer exceeding 10,000 pounds, but not exceeding 15,000 pounds, gross vehicle weight rating, when 
the towing of the trailer is not for compensation, and if the person has passed a specialized written 
examination provided by the department relating to the knowledge of this code and other safety 
aspects governing the towing of recreational vehicles upon the highway. 

(iii)  The authority to operate combinations of vehicles under this subparagraph may be granted by 
endorsement on a class C license upon completion of that written examination. 

(G)  A vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating or a gross vehicle 
weight rating, as those terms are defined in subdivisions (j) and (k), respectively, of Section 15210, of 
26,000 pounds or less, if all of the following conditions are met: 

(i)  Is operated by a farmer, an employee of a farmer, or an instructor credentialed in agriculture as 
part of an instructional program in agriculture at the high school, community college, or university level. 

(ii)  Is used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations. 
(iii)  Is not used in the capacity of a for-hire carrier or for compensation. 
(H)  Firefighting equipment, provided that the equipment is operated by a person who holds a 

firefighter endorsement pursuant to Section 12804.11. 
(I)  A motorized scooter. 
(J)  Class C does not include a two-wheel motorcycle or a two-wheel motor-driven cycle. 
(4)  Class M1. A two-wheel motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle. Authority to operate a vehicle 

included in a class M1 license may be granted by endorsement on a class A, B, or C license upon 
completion of an appropriate examination. 

(5) (A)  Class M2 includes the following: 
(i)  A motorized bicycle or moped, or a bicycle with an attached motor, except a motorized bicycle 

described in subdivision (b) of Section 406. 
(ii)  A motorized scooter. 
(B)  Authority to operate vehicles included in class M2 may be granted by endorsement on a class A, 

B, or C license upon completion of an appropriate examination, except that no endorsement is required 
for a motorized scooter. Persons holding a class M1 license or endorsement may operate vehicles 
included in class M2 without further examination. 

(c)  ! ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŎŜǊǘƛficate is not valid for operating a commercial motor vehicle, as 
defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, any other motor vehicle defined in paragraph (1) or (2) of 
subdivision (b), or any other vehicle requiring a driver to hold any driver certificate ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
license endorsement under Section 15275, unless a medical certificate approved by the department, the 
federal Department of Transportation, or the Federal Aviation Administration, that has been issued 
within two years of the date of the opŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 
possession, and a copy of the medical examination report from which the certificate was issued is on file 
with the department. Otherwise, the license is valid only for operating class C vehicles that are not 
commercial vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, and for operating class M1 or M2 
vehicles, if so endorsed, that are not commercial vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210. 

(d)  A license or driver certificate issued prior to the enactment of Chapter 7 (commencing with 
Section 15200) is valid to operate the class or type of vehicles specified under the law in existence prior 
to that enactment until the license or certificate expires or is otherwise suspended, revoked, or 
canceled. 

(e)  The department may accept a certificate of driving skill that is issued by an employer, authorized 
by the department to issue a certificate under Section 15250, of the applicant, in lieu of a driving test, 
on class A or B applications, if the applicant has first qualified for a class C license and has met the other 
examination requirements for the license for which he or she is applying. The certificate may be 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ types of equipment covered by the 
license for which he or she is applying. 

(f)  The department may accept a certificate of competence in lieu of a driving test on class M1 or M2 
applications, when the certificate is issued by a law enforcement agency for its officers who operate 
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class M1 or M2 vehicles in their duties, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements for 
the license for which he or she is applying. 

(g)  The department may accept a certificate of satisfactory completion of a novice motorcyclist 
training program approved by the commissioner pursuant to Section 2932 in lieu of a driving test on 
class M1 or M2 applications, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements for the license 
for which he or she is applying. The department shall review and approve the written and driving test 
used by a program to determine whether the program may issue a certificate of completion. 

(h)  bƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όōύΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ Ŏlass 
may operate a short-term rental motorized bicycle without taking any special examination for the 
operation of a motorized bicycle, and without having a class M2 endorsement on that license. As used in 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ άǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳέ ƳŜŀƴǎ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻǊ ƭess. 

(i)  A person under 21 years of age shall not be issued a class M1 or M2 license or endorsement 
unless he or she provides evidence satisfactory to the department of completion of a motorcycle safety 
training program that is operated pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 2930) of Chapter 5 of 
Division 2. 

(j)  A driver of a vanpool vehicle may operate with a class C license but shall possess evidence of a 
medical examination required for a class B license when operating vanpool vehicles. In order to be 
eligible to drive the vanpool vehicle, the driver shall keep in the vanpool vehicle a statement, signed 
under penalty of perjury, that he or she has not been convicted of reckless driving, drunk driving, or a 
hit-and-run offense in the last five years. 

SEC. 3.  Section 12804.11 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read: 
12804.11.  (a)  To operate firefighting equipment, a driver, including a tiller operator, is required to 

obtain and maintain a firefighter endorsement issued by the department and obtain and maintain a 
class A, class B, or class C license. To qualify for a firefighter endorsement the driver shall do all of the 
following: 

(1) (A)  Provide to the department proof of current employment as a firefighter or registration as a 
volunteer firefighter with a fire department and evidence of fire equipment operation training by 
providing a letter, or other indication, from the chief of the fire department, or his or her designee. 

(B)  For purposes of this section, evidence of fire equipment operation training means the applicant 
has successfully completed Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 1A taught by an instructor registered with 
the Office of the State Fire Marshal or fire department driver training that meets all of the following 
requirements: 

(i)  Meets or exceeds the standards outlined in NFPA 1002, Chapter 4 (2008 version) or the Fire 
Apparatus Driver/Operator 1A course adopted by the Office of the State Fire Marshal. 

(ii)  tǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ the applicant will 
be authorized to operate. 

(iii)  Includes a classroom (cognitive) portion of at least 16 hours. 
(iv)  Includes a manipulative portion of at least 14 hours, which includes directly supervised behind-

the-wheel driver training. 
(C)  Driver training shall be conducted by a person who is registered with the Office of the State Fire 

Marshal to instruct Driver/Operator 1A or a person who meets all of the following criteria: 
(i)  Possesses a minimum of five years of fire service experience as an emergency vehicle operator, 

three of which must be at the rank of engineer or higher. 
(ii)  Possesses a valid California class A or B license or a class A or B license restricted to the operation 

of firefighting equipment. 
(iii)  Is certified as a qualified training instructor or training officer by the State of California, the 

ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ. 
(2)  Pass the written firefighter examination developed by the department with the cooperation of 

the State Fire MarsƘŀƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
(3)  Submit a report of medical examination on a form approved by the department. The report shall 

be dated within four years preceding the application date, except as required by paragraph (2) of 
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submission (a) of Section 12804.9. Holders of a restricted ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ license as of January 1, 2011, are 
not subject to the requirement for a medical exam until he or she renews his or her license. 

(b)  There shall be no additional charge for adding a firefighter endorsement to an original license or 
when renewing a license. To add a firefighter endorsement to an existing license when not renewing the 
license, the applicant shall pay the fee for a duplicate license pursuant to Section 14901. 

(c) (1)  A driver of firefighting equipment is subject to the requirements of subdivision (a) if both of 
the following conditions exist: 

(A)  The equipment is operated by a person employed as a firefighter by a federal or state agency, by 
a regularly organized fire department of a city, county, city and county, or district, or by a tribal fire 
department or registered as a volunteer member of a regularly organized fire department having official 
recognition of the city, county, city and county, or district in which the department is located, or of a 
tribal fire department. 

(B)  The motor vehicle is used to travel to and from the scene of any emergency situation, or to 
transport equipment used in the control of any emergency situation, and which is owned, leased, or 
rented by, or under the exclusive control of, a federal or state agency, a regularly organized fire 
department of a city, county, city and county, or district, a volunteer fire department having official 
recognition of the city, county, city and county, or district in which the department is located, or a tribal 
fire department. 

(2)  A driver of firefighting equipment is not required to obtain and maintain a firefighter 
endorsement pursuant to subdivision (a) if the driver is operating the firefighting equipment for training 
purposes, during a nonemergency, while under the direct supervision of a fire department employee 
who is properly licensed to operate the equipment and is authorized by the fire department to provide 
training. 

(d)  For purposes of this section, a tiller operator is the driver of the rear free-axle portion of a ladder 
truck. 

(e)  CƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ άŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
definition of a class A or class B vehicle described in subdivision (b) of Section 12804.9, that is used to 
travel to and from the scene of an emergency situation, or to transport equipment used in the control of 
an emergency situation, and that is owned, leased, or rented by, or under the exclusive control of, a 
federal or state agency, a regularly organized fire department of a city, county, city and county, or 
district, or a volunteer fire department having official recognition of the city, county, city and county, or 
district in which the department is located. 

(f)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a regularly organized fire department, having official recognition 
of the city, county, city and county, or district in which the department is located, may require an 
employee or a volunteer of the fire department who is a driver or operator of firefighting equipment to 
hold a class A or B license. 

(g)  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƘƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
license, on or after January 1, 2011. 

SEC. 4.  Section 12954 of the Vehicle Code is repealed. 
SEC. 5.  Section 15250.6 of the Vehicle Code is repealed. 
SEC. 6.  Section 15250.7 of the Vehicle Code is repealed. 
SEC. 7.  Section 15278 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read: 
15278.  (a)  A driver is required to obtain an endorsement issued by the department to operate any 

commercial motor vehicle that is any of the following: 
(1)  A double trailer. 
(2)  A passenger transportation vehicle, which includes, but is not limited to, a bus, farm labor 

vehicle, or general public paratransit vehicle when designed, used, or maintained to carry more than 10 
persons including the driver. 

(3)  A school bus. 
(4)  A tank vehicle. 
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(5)  A vehicle carrying hazardous materials, as defined in Section 353, that is required to display 
placards pursuant to Section 27903, unless the driver is exempt from the endorsement requirement as 
provided in subdivision (b). This paragraph does not apply to any person operating an implement of 
ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǊȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻŘŜΦ 

(b)  This section does not apply to any person operating a vehicle in an emergency situation at the 
direction of a peace officer pursuant to Section 2800. 
SEC. 8.  Section 1.5 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code proposed 

by both this bill and AB 2777. It shall only become operative if (1) both bills are enacted and become 

effective on or before January 1, 2011, (2) each bill amends Section 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code, and (3) 

this bill is enacted after AB 2777, in which case Section 1 of this bill shall not become operative. 

SEC. 9.  Section 2.5 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 12804.9 of the Vehicle Code 
proposed by both this bill and SB 1475. It shall only become operative if (1) both bills are enacted and 
become effective on or before January 1, 2011, (2) each bill amends Section 12804.9 of the Vehicle 
Code, and (3) this bill is enacted after SB 1475, in which case Section 2 of this bill shall not become 
operative 
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APPENDIX:  CHANGES IN RESTRICTED LICENSE 
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APPENDIX:  FIREFIGHTER ENDORSEMENT TEST 
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APPENDIX:  TULARE POLICIES 

 

Purpose 

The State of California has adopted Assembly Bill AB1648, which took effect January 01, 2011.  This bill is 
in reference to the California Firefighter Driving License or Firefighter Endorsement.  The bill allows for a 
County Training Officers Association to approve individuals from departments within the Tulare/Kings 
influence to be trainers for the California Firefighter Driving License program.  The Tulare/Kings Counties 
Fire Training Officers Association, in conjunction with the Fire Chiefs, has set standards as well as a peer 
review process for individuals to petition for acceptance as a trainer for the program.  The following 
outlines the procedures for this process. 

An individual is not required to submit to this process if they are currently registered with the State Fire 
aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ L!Φ 

Criteria 

All applicants must meet the criteria required by law as described below.   

Have a minimum of five years of fire service experience as an emergency vehicle operator, three of 
which must be at the rank of Engineer or above. 

And 

Posses a valid California class A or B license or a class A or B license restricted to the operation of 
firefighting equipment. 

In addition, candidates should submit relevant documentation or certification which demonstrates 
development of knowledge and skills to support subject matter expertise. 

¶ SFM Instructional Techniques for Company Officers or Instructor 1A 

¶ NFA Training Ops for Small Departments 

¶ Previous DL170 Instructor or Federal DOT Instructor 

¶ SFM Basic Emergency Vehicle Operations or Driver Operator 1A 

¶ Meet NFPA 1041 Instructor I Requirements 

¶ National Safety Council or VFIS Instructor 
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Submission Process 

All applicants must submit a packet to the Training Officers Association for a peer review to validate 
training standards.  The Training Officers meet monthly and will review applications submitted at the 
monthly meeting.  Applications must be thorough and complete when submitted for review. 

The submission packet will include the following: 

¶ A completed Application (See Attached) and current resume 

¶ An original letter on Department letterhead signed by the Fire Chief or Training Officer with the 
following information: 
o Identify the applicants name and department rank  
o Describe the experience as an emergency vehicle operator and instructor 
o Identify the type of license the individual possesses 

¶ A copy of current driver license w/ firefighter endorsement 

¶ Course certifications that support subject matter expertise 
 

Peer Review Process 

The Peer Review Committee will make recommendations whether the individual should be 
approved or denied based on the completeness of the application packet.  The information provided 
will be evaluated to validate if the individual meets the established criteria. 

A letter will be sent to the individual and the Fire Chief advising them whether they were approved 
or denied and give a short description of reasoning if an individual is denied. 

Appeals Process 

Appeals relative to denial of eligibility for certification may be made by utilizing the following 
procedures: 

¶ Appeals shall be in writing, directed to the Tulare/Kings Fire Chiefs Association no later than 30 
days after notification of initial review and denial.  Appeals must contain (at a minimum) a 
description of the reason/circumstances leading to the appeal, supporting documentation and 
the desired outcome.  

¶ The Tulare/Kings Fire Chiefs Association shall render a decision in writing after their next regular 
meeting. 

¶ The decision of the Tulare/Kings Fire Chiefs Association shall be final. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶  

¶  

¶  
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¶  

¶  

¶  Documentation 
Applications will be retained by the Training Officers for documentation and accountability.  

The Tulare/Kings Fire Training Officers Secretary will retain a list of the approved individuals who 
have met the criteria for teaching the Firefighter Driving License program as identified in State Law. 

Individuals approved by the Tulare/Kings Fire Training Officers Association will only have to submit 
one time for approval while they meet the requirements.  If at any point the individual does not 
meet the criteria for approval, that individual will be dropped from the approved list.  Once that 
individual meets the criteria again, they must re-submit a new application. 
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DRIVER/OPERATOR TRAINING  
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KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES  

INSTRUCTOR  

SIGNATURE  

DATE  

Apparatus Preventive Maintenance:  In Accordance with NFPA Standard(s): 1002, 2009 

Edition; 4.2/4.3 Preventive Maintenance / Driving Operating; 4.2.1 / 4.2.2 /4.3.7, The Driver 

Operator Shall: 

Identify preventive maintenance forms and manufacture 

specifications, so that the operational status of the vehicle is 

verified. 

  

Demonstrate how to perform routine tests, inspections, and 

services on the components and systems specified in the 

following list. 

  

1. Battery (ies) 
  

2. Braking systems 
  

3. Coolant system 
  

4. Electrical system 
  

5. Fuel 
  

6. Hydraulic fluids  
  

7. Oil 
  

8. Tires 
  

9. Steering system 
  

10. Belts 
  

11. Tools, appliances, and equipment 
  

Demonstrate the ability to use basic tools to recognize system 

problems, and correct any deficiency according to policies and 

procedures. 

  

 Operate all fixed systems and equipment on the vehicle not 

specifically addressed elsewhere in this standard, given systems 

and equipment, manufacturerôs specifications and instructions, 

and departmental policies and procedures for the system and 

equipment, so that each system or piece of equipment is 

operated in accordance with applicable instructions and policies. 
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Driving Operating: In accordance with NFPA Standard(s)1002, 2009 Edition; 4.3, 4.3.1 The 

Driver/Operator shall: 

Demonstrate the ability to operate a fire department vehicle, 

given a predetermined route on a public way that incorporates 

the maneuvers and features specified as follows: 

  

¶ Four left turns and four right turns 
  

¶ A straight section of urban business street or a two-lane 
rural road at least 1 mile in length. 

  

¶ One through intersection and two intersections where a 
stop has to be made 

  

¶ One Railroad Crossing 
  

¶ One curve, either left or right 
  

¶ A section of limited-access highway that includes a 
conventional ramp entrance and exit and a section of a 
road long enough to allow two lane changes 

  

¶ A downgrade steep enough and long enough to require 
downshifting and braking 

  

¶ An upgrade steep enough and long enough to require 
gear changing to maintain speed 

  

¶ One underpass or low clearance bridge 
  

Identify the effects on vehicle control list below   

¶ Liquid surge   

¶ Braking reaction time    

¶ Load factors    

¶ Effects of high center gravity   

¶ General steering reaction 

¶ Speed  

  

¶ Centrifugal force   

Demonstrate the ability to maintain control of the fire apparatus 

while accelerating, decelerating, and turning in traffic conditions, 

and under adverse environmental conditions.  

  

Demonstrate backing a fire apparatus from a roadway into 

restricted space on both the right and left sides of the vehicle. 

(Alley dock exercise)  
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Identify vehicle dimensions, turning characteristics, spotter 

signaling, and principles of safe vehicle operation  

  

Demonstrate the use of mirrors by maneuvering a fire apparatus 

around obstructions on a roadway while moving forward and in 

reverse without stopping to change the direction of travel and 

without striking the obstructions. (Serpentine exercise) 

  

Demonstrate turning the fire apparatus 180 degrees within a 

confined space and in area in which the vehicle cannot perform a 

U-turn (confined space turnaround) 

  

Demonstrate the ability to maneuver a fire apparatus in area with 

restricted horizontal and vertical clearances so that the operator 

accurately judges the vehicle passing through the openings and 

so that no obstructions are struck. (Diminishing clearance 

exercise) 

 

  

Demonstrate the ability to safely operate fire apparatus under 

emergency conditions. (i.e. Code 3) 

  

Apparatus Equipped with Fire Pump:  The Driver/Operator shall: 

Identify appropriate levels and systems (list below)   

¶ Water tank and other extinguishing agent levels   

¶ Pumping systems    

¶ Foam systems    

Demonstrate ability to produce effective hand and master stream, 

given the sources specified in the following list, so that the pump 

is engaged, all pressure control and vehicle safety devices are 

set, the rated flow of the nozzle is achieved and maintained, and 

the apparatus is continuously monitored for potential problems. 

  

1. Apparatus booster tank   

2. Pressurized source (Hydrant, Relay, Ag Pump)   

3. Static source (Lake, Pool, Pond)   

4. Booster tank to external source (switchover)   

5. Relay pumping    

Identify  the following list   

1. Hydraulic calculations for friction loss and flow, using 
written formulas and fire ground estimation methods 

  

2. Problems related to small-diameter or dead-end mains   
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3. low-pressure and private water supply systems   

4. Hydrant coding systems   

5. Reliability of static sources   
 

Demonstrate the ability to perform the list below 

  

1. Spot a fire hydrant and at a static water source  
 

2. Transfer water from one apparatus to another    

3. Draft operation   

4. Operate the volume/pressure transfer valve (multistage 
pump only) 

  

5. Operate auxiliary cooling system    
 

6. Make the transition between internal and external water 
sources. 

  

7. Assemble hose line, nozzles, valves and appliances   

Identify proportioning rates and concentrations, equipment 

assembly procedures, foam system limitations, and manufacturerô 

specifications. 

  

Demonstrate the use of foam proportioning system fixed and 

inline educator. 

  

Demonstrate the ability to supply a sprinkler and standpipe 

system including hose lay out and appropriate pressure to a FDC. 

  

Identify alternative supply procedures if fire department 

connection is not usable.  
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Wildland/Mountain Driving : The  Driver/Operator shall: 

Demonstrate the ability to maintain control of a wildland fire 

apparatus or unit off road. 

  

Demonstrate the ability to operate engines or patrols from the list 

below. 

  

1. Loose or wet soil   

2. Steep grades (30% fore and aft)   

3. Limited sight distance    

4. Blind curve    

5. Vehicle clearance obstacles (height, width, undercarriage, 
angle of approach, angle of departure) 

  

6. Limited space for turnaround    

7. Side slopes (20% side to side)   

Mobile Water Supply : The Driver/Operator shall: 

Identify procedures for operating a water shuttle fill site   

Demonstrate the ability to setup a portable water tank   

Demonstrate shuttle and dump operations   

Demonstrate the ability to transfer water from a water tender to a 

attack pumper (Nurse Tender Operation) 

  

Demonstrate the ability to determine a correct position for the 

apparatus, maneuver apparatus into that position, avoid 

obstacles to operations, and operate the fire pump or rapid water 

dump system. 

  

APPARATUS EQUIPPED WITH AN AERIAL DEVICE: The Operator Shall: 

Identify the routine tests, inspections, and servicing functions 

specified in the following list. 

  

1. Aerial device hydraulic systems  

2. Slides and rollers 
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3. Stabilizing systems  

4. Aerial device safety systems 

5. Breathing air systems 

6. Communication system 

7. Cable Systems (if applicable) 

Identify manufactureôs specification and requirements for aerial 

operation, and department polices and procedures. 

  

Demonstrate Maneuvering and positioning an aerial apparatus in 

a prescribe location for aerial deployment. 

  

Identify capabilities and limitations of aerial devices related to 

reach, tip load, angle of incline, and angle from chassis axis to 

the slope of ground. 

  

Demonstrate the ability to transfer power from vehicleôs engine to 

the hydraulic system.  

  

Demonstrate the ability to stabilize an aerial for deployment using 

the hydraulic system. 

  

Demonstrate the proper method for stabilizing an aerial on 

uneven ground.  

  

Identify aerial device (list below)   

1. Hydraulic systems   

2. Hydraulic pressure relief systems   

3. Gauges and controls   

4. Cable systems   

5. Communications systems    

6. Electrical systems   

7. Emergency operation systems   

8. Locking systems   

9. Manual rotation and lowering systems    
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10. Stabilizing systems   

11. Aerial device safety systems   

12. System override and the hazards of using override    

13. Safe operational limitations of a given aerial device    

14. Safety procedures specific to the device, and operations 
near electrical hazards and overhead obstructions  

  

Maneuver and position an aerial apparatus, given an aerial 

apparatus, an incident location, a situation description, and an 

assignment, so that the apparatus is positioned for correct aerial 

device deployment. 

  

Demonstrate the ability to raise, rotate, extend, and position to a 

specified location as well as retract, lower and bed the aerial 

device. 

  

Demonstrate the ability to rotate and position to center and 

retract, lower, and bed the aerial using the emergency operating 

system. 

  

Demonstrate the operation of an elevated master stream using a 

given aerial, and a desired flow so that the steam is effective and 

operated correctly.  

  

Identify nozzle reaction, range of operation, and weight limitation    

Demonstrate the ability to control an elevated nozzle manually 

from tip or turntable.  

  

Identify and understand the following:   

¶ Reach of aerial based on victim location, building height, 
available area for set up 

  

¶ Proper procedures for live rescue: Spotting in line with 
victim with 1 person and 2; lowering and raising ladder to 
victim 

  

¶ Basic Aerial Physics pertaining to:   

 Normal tension/compression and the reverse effect based on 

supported and or unsupported operations 

The differences between a trussed K style aerial and a boom 

style aerial in regards to the effect of torque, weight transfer and 

overall strength of the aerial. 

 Relation of degree of pitch and extension of aerial in regards to 
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base/fly and tip loads and weight transfer on the chassis and 

outriggers. 

 

 

VERIFICATION OF TASK-BOOK COMPLETION 

This training is required to advance to Driver/Operator.  This corresponds to all sections of the Driver/Operator Task-book.  

When completed, submit this form to the Training Bureau along with copies of EVO/BPO certifications and a completed 

Driver/Operator Training Record. 

1. !ǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛǾŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
 

2. !ǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎ tƘȅǎƛŎǎκaƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
 

3. !ǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎ tǳƳǇ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 9ǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
 

4. ²ƛƭŘƭŀƴŘκaƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
 

5. Mobile Water {ǳǇǇƭȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
 

__________________________________                        _____________________________ 

         /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ                                                   !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

__________________________________                        _____________________________ 

             Battalion Chief Signature         Training Division Signature 

__________________________________           _____________________________ 

                           Date                  Date 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR AB1648 INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION THROUGH THE TULARE/KINGS COUNTIES FIRE TRAINING  

hCCL/9wΩ{ !{{h/L!¢Lhb 

Applicant ___________________________________________ Date________________ 

Agency    ___________________________________________ Rank _______________ 
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REQUIRED TRAINING 

Æ  Posses a valid California class A or B license or a class A or B license restricted to the operation of firefighting 
equipment. 

REQUIRED EXPERIENCE 

Æ Have a minimum of five years of fire service experience as an emergency vehicle operator, three of which must 
be at the rank of Engineer or higher. 

SUBMIT ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING CERTIFICATIONS BELOW, WHICH DEMONSTRATES DEVELOPMENT OF 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO SUPPORT SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE. 

Æ SFM Instructional Techniques for Company Officers or Instructor IA 
Or 

Æ NFA Training Ops for Small Departments 
Or 

Æ Previous DL170 Instructor or Federal DOT Instructor 
Or 

Æ SFM Basic Emergency Vehicle Operations or Driver/Operator 1A 
Or  

Æ NFPA 1041 Instructor I requirements 
  Or 

Æ National Safety Council/VFIS Instructor 
 

AND SUBMIT 

Æ Letter of Support from agency Fire Chief or Training Officer 

Æ Current Resume 
 

COMMENTS:__________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR AB1648 INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION THROUGH THE TULARE/KINGS COUNTIES FIRE TRAINING 

hCCL/9wΩ{ !{{h/L!¢Lhb 

Applicant ___________________________________________ Date________________ 

Agency    ___________________________________________ Rank _______________ 

REQUIRED TRAINING 
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Æ  Posses a valid California class A or B license or a class A or B license restricted to the operation of firefighting 
equipment. 

REQUIRED EXPERIENCE 

Æ Have a minimum of five years of fire service experience as an emergency vehicle operator, three of which must 
be at the rank of Engineer or higher. 

SUBMIT ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING CERTIFICATIONS BELOW, WHICH DEMONSTRATES DEVELOPMENT OF 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO SUPPORT SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE. 

Æ SFM Instructional Techniques for Company Officers or Instructor IA 
Or 

Æ NFA Training Ops for Small Departments 
Or 

Æ Previous DL170 Instructor or Federal DOT Instructor 
Or 

Æ SFM Basic Emergency Vehicle Operations or Driver/Operator 1A 
Or  

Æ NFPA 1041 Instructor I requirements 
 Or 

Æ National Safety Council/VFIS Instructor 
AND SUBMIT 

Æ Letter of Support from agency Fire Chief or Training Officer 
Æ Current Resume 
 

COMMENTS:__________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX:  SAN DIEGO POLICIES 

 

State of California                                                                                                                              The Resources Agency 

M e m o r a n d u m  

To: 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                 

                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

HOWARD WINDSOR 

Unit Chief 

 

 

 

 

  

Date: June 13, 2011 

            

 

Telephone:  619-590-3319 

 

 

   

From:          Mike Vogt 
  Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
  Training and Safety 
  San Diego Unit  
 

Subject:     California Drivers License Requirement, SDCFA Volunteers  
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   ISSUE: 

 

Appropriate level of drivers licensing for the San Diego County Fire Authority (SDCFA) volunteer 
firefighters 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On January 1, 2011 legislation revised the required level of licensing for persons who are employed by 
an organized fire department who operate fire department owned vehicles.  The new standard of 
licenǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ά/ƭŀǎǎ /έ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άCƛǊŜ CƛƎƘǘŜǊ 9ƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘέ 
 

DISCUSSION: 

Legislation was passed which modified the CA. vehicle code to allow persons employed by an organized 
fire dept. to operate fire apparatus with a Class C license. Prior to the revision a Non-commercial Class B, 
Firefighter Restricted license or a Commercial Class B license was required to operate most fire 
apparatus (most are Class B vehicles). 

tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ά¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǎǇŜŎƛfic 
training requirements.  The employee must also be certified by his/her Chief as approved to drive the 
5ŜǇǘǎΦ ŀǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎΦ  hƴŎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀ άCƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ 9ƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƻƴ 
his/her license by the DMV.  The employee is now qualified to operate the fire apparatus in any 
capacity, including Code 3 driving. 

Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎƻŘŜ όŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘύ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ά¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊǎέ Ƴǳǎǘ 
hold at a minimum a Commercial Class B license. 

The current policy as adopted by the SDCFA states that at a minimum a Non-commercial Class B, 
Firefighter Restricted license must be held by the operator.    

Many fire agencies within San Diego County are discussing what level of license to require of their 
apparatus operators.  Some are moving to the Class C, some will continue requiring a Commercial Class 
B.  Agencies that are requiring a Class B cite the desire to insure that their employees are licensed for 
the level of vehicle they will be operating, as most fire apparatus are considered a Class B vehicle.  
!ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ / ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŎƻǎǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ά{ŜƭŦ-
/ŜǊǘƛŦȅέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΦ   

Current SDCFA policy requires a Class B license to operate SDCFA apparatus.  It my understanding that 
some Departments within the SDCFA are continuing to require Class B licensing and others desiring to 
require a Class C license. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Continue with the requirement that volunteers who operate SDCFA apparatus  
Maintain a Commercial Class B license.   

2. Revise the current policy to allow for all levels of licensing including a Class C with the FF 
endorsement. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

1. Persons upgrading a license from a Class C to a Class B will incur a one time  
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of $64.00 from the DMV.  The DMV also requires that a form DL 51 be completed prior to the 
initial Class B license being awarded and then every two years.  This form can only be 
completed by a physician.  The cost of the medical exam will vary, and generally is borne by 
the employee/volunteer within the SDCFA. 
 

2. Persons who currently hold a Class C license will be required to pay a $34.00  
Fee to upgrade to add the Fire Fighter Endorsement.  Current law requires that DL-51 form 
be on file and renewed once every four years. .  This form can only be completed by a 
physician.  The cost of the medical exam will vary, and generally is borne by the 
employee/volunteer within the SDCFA. 
 

      It is worth noting that at this time the cost of all certifications/licensing is born by the 
 individual volunteer, not the SDCFA. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

3. Alternative 2 is being recommended for the following reasons. 

¶ Current law has set the minimum level required to operate fire agency owned apparatus 
at the Class C level (with FF Endorsement) 

¶ There is a significantly lower fiscal impact with the Class C license to the driver, and 
potentially to the SDCFA 

¶ Medical evaluation by a physician is currently set at a four year interval. Currently there 
ƛǎ άŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇέ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5[-546 form, which is a self-
certifying medical questionnaire. 

¶ There is a strong desire among many of the SDCFA agencies to move to the Class C 
license.  

 

This recommendation comes with several qualifiers that must be considered. 

1. The new DMV Class C ς Firefighter Endorsement process puts all the responsibility on the 
ά/ŜǊǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ !ƎŜƴŎȅέΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
and training and can safely operate the assigned apparatus. 

2. Use of and quality control of the approved SDCFA training course will need to be rigorously 
enforced across the SDCFA member agencies 

3. Departments moving to the Class C will lose the benefit of having a third party (DMV) test and 
approve drivers of Class B vehicles. 

4. A consistent number of Class B operators, that also meet the Trainer criteria (attached), will 
need to be maintained. 
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4. San Diego Attachment 
5.  12804 . 11 .  (a) To operate firefighting equipment, a driver,  

6.  including a tiller operator, is required to obtain and maintain a  

7.  firefighter endorsement issued by the department and obtain and  

8.  maintain a class A, class  B, or class C license. To qualify for a  

9.  firefighter endorsement the driver shall do all of the following:  

10.     (1) (A) Provide to the department proof of current employment as a  

11.  firefighter or registration as a volunteer firefighter with a fire  

12.  department a nd evidence of fire equipment operation training by  

13.  providing a letter, or other indication, from the chief of the fire  

14.  department, or his or her designee.  

15.     (B) For purposes of this section, evidence of fire equipment  

16.  operation training means the applica nt has successfully completed  

17.  Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 1A taught by an instructor registered  

18.  with the Office of the State Fire Marshal or fire department driver  

19.  training that meets all of the following requirements:  

20.     (i) Meets or exceeds the standards outlined in NFPA 1002, Chapter  

21.  4 (2008 version) or the Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator 1A course  

22.  adopted by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.  

23.     (ii) Prepares the applicant to safely operate the department's  

24.  fire equipment that the applicant w ill be authorized to operate.  

25.     (iii) Includes a classroom (cognitive) portion of at least 16  

26.  hours.  

27.     (iv) Includes a manipulative portion of at least 14 hours, which  

28.  includes directly supervised behind - the - wheel driver training.  

29.   

30.     ( C) Driver training  shall be conducted by a person who is  

31.  registered with the Office of the State Fire Marshal to instruct 

Driver/Operator 1A or a person who meets all  of the following 

criteria:  

32.     (i) Possesses a minimum of five years of fire service experience as 

an emerge ncy vehicle  operator, three of which must be at the rank of 

engineer or higher.  

33.     (ii) Possesses a valid California class A or B  license or a class A 

or B  license restricted to the operation of firefighting equipment.  

34.     (iii) Is certified as a qualified training instructor or training 

officer by the State of California, the federal government, or a 

county training officers' association.  

35.   

36.     (2) Pass the written firefighter examination developed by the  

37.  department with the cooperation of the State Fire Mars hal's office.  

38.     (3) Submit a report of medical examination on a form approved by  

39.  the department. The report shall be dated within four years preceding  

40.  the application date, except as required by paragraph (2) of  

41.  submission (a) of Section 12804 .9. Holders of a restricted  

42.  firefighters license as of January 1, 2011, are not subject to the  

43.  requirement for a medical exam until he or she renews his or her  

44.  license.  

45.     (b) There shall be no additional charge for adding a firefighter  

46.  endorsement  to an original license or when renewing a license. To add  

47.  a firefighter endorsement to an existing license when not renewing  

48.  the license, the applicant shall pay the fee for a duplicate license  

49.  pursuant to Section 14901.  

50.     (c) (1) A driver of firefightin g equipment is subject to the  

51.  requirements of subdivision (a) if both of the following conditions  

52.  exist:  
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53.     (A) The equipment is operated by a person employed as a  

54.  firefighter by a federal or state agency, by a regularly organized  

55.  fire department of a city , county, city and county, or district, or  

56.  by a tribal fire department or registered as a volunteer member of a  

57.  regularly organized fire department having official recognition of  

58.  the city, county, city and county, or district in which the  

59.  department is loc ated, or of a tribal fire department.  

60.     (B) The motor vehicle  is used to travel to and from the scene of  

61.  any emergency situation, or to transport equipment used in the  

62.  control of any emergency situation, and which is owned, leased, or  

63.  rented by, or under the exclusive control of, a federal or state  

64.  agency, a regularly organized fire department of a city, county, city  

65.  and county, or district, a volunteer fire department having official  

66.  recognition of the city, county, city and county, or district in  

67.  which t he department is located, or a tribal fire department.  

68.     (2) A driver of firefighting equipment is not required to obtain 

and maintain a firefighter endorsement pursuant to subdivision (a) 

if the driver is operating the firefighting equipment for training  

purposes, during a nonemergency, while under the direct supervision 

of a fire department employee who is properly licensed to operate 

the  

69.  equipment and is authorized by the fire department to provide 

training.  

70.     (d) For purposes of this section, a tiller  operator is the driver  

71.  of the rear free - axle portion of a ladder truck.  

72.     (e) For purposes of this section, "firefighting equipment" means a  

73.  motor vehicle , that meets the definition of a class A or class B  

74.  vehicle  described in subdivision (b) of Section 12804 .9, that is used  

75.  to travel to and from the scene of an emergency situation, or to  

76.  transport equipment used in the control of an emergency situation,  

77.  and that is owned, leased, or rented by, or under the exclusive  

78.  control of, a federal or state agency,  a regularly organized fire  

79.  department of a city, county, city and county, or district, or a  

80.  volunteer fire department having official recognition of the city,  

81.  county, city and county, or district in which the department is  

82.  located.  

83.     (f) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a regularly organized fire  

84.  department, having official recognition of the city, county, city and  

85.  county, or district in which the department is located, may require  

86.  an employee or a volunteer of the fire department who is a driver or  

87.  opera tor of firefighting equipment to hold a class A or B license.  

88.     (g) This section applies to a person hired by a fire department,  

89.  or to a person renewing a driver's license, on or after January 1,  

90.  2011.  

  



t[9!{9 w9a9a.9w ¢h /hb{9w±9 9b9wD¸Φ  Chw ¢Lt{ !b5 LbChwa!¢LhbΣ ±L{L¢ άC[9· ¸h¦w th²9wέ !¢ ²²².CA.GOV. 

From: Olson, Kevin  

Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2011 8:26 AM 

To: Vogt, Mike 

Subject: DMV 

 

Hi Mike, 

I spoke to the DMV Commercial division yesterday.  They stated that to go from a Restricted 

Class ñBò to a full Commercial class ñBò requires only passing the written test and the test for 

any endorsements that are needed.  They would like to know which DMV office your people 

visited and they will communicate with them to fix it, can you send me which one?  If any of our 

people have problems at the DMV they should have the DMV call the commercial office here in 

Sacramento at 916-657-6550. 

 

Kevin Olson 

Staff Chief, Department Training and EMS Chief 

CCAALL  FFIIRREE  

Sacramento Headquarters 

916-653-5341 
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