
Our SPONSORS 
This seminar, free to all attendees, is made 

possible through the generous support of the 
following companies and agencies: 

FOUNDERS 
Monterey County Environmental Health 

Monterey County Office of the District Attorney 
Western Precooling 

Salinas City Fire Department 
RETA Monterey Bay Chapter 

Ammonia Safety & Training Institute (ASTI) 
 

EVENT SPONSORS 
AirTech ▼ Salinas, CA 

American Cooling  ▼ Salinas, CA 
American Growers Cooling ▼ Salinas, CA 

Andrew Smith Company ▼ Salinas, CA 
  Axiom Engineers▼ Monterey, CA 

Christopher Ranch ▼ Gilroy, CA 
D’Arrigo Brothers ▼ Castroville, CA 

Dandy Cooling ▼ Salinas, CA 
Delicato Vineyards ▼ Soledad, CA  

Dole Fresh Vegetables, Inc. ▼ Salinas, CA 
Driscoll Strawberry Associates ▼ Watsonville, CA 

Fresh Express Inc. ▼ Salinas, CA 
Green Gate Fresh, LLC ▼ Yuma, AZ 
Growers Ice Company ▼ Salinas, CA 

Hasler Refrigeration ▼ Yuma, AZ 
Kendall-Jackson ▼ Soledad, CA 

Mann Packing ▼ Salinas, CA 
Nature Quality ▼ San Martin, CA 

NewStar Fresh Foods ▼ Salinas, CA 
Nunes Cooling ▼ Salinas, CA 

Pacific International Marketing ▼ Salinas, CA 
PSIG, Inc. ▼ Oakhurst, CA 

Ocean Mist Farms ▼ Castroville, CA 
Snowden Engineering ▼ Salinas, CA 

Uni-Kool Partners ▼ Salinas, CA 
Tanimura & Antle  ▼ Spreckels, CA 

Taylor Farms ▼ Salinas, CA  
True Leaf Farms, LLC ▼ San Juan Bautista, CA 

WhiteWave Foods ▼ San Juan Bautista, CA 
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24TH ANNUAL 
SALINAS VALLEY AMMONIA 

SAFETY DAY 
MAY 25, 2017 



 

2017 SALINAS VALLEY 
AMMONIA SAFETY DAY 

COMMITTEE 
 

DON TRAGETHON 
WESTERN PRECOOLING 

BRUCE WELDEN 
AMMONIA SAFETY & TRAINING INSTITUTE 

EVENT CHAIRS 
 

ANDREA RAMIREZ 
AIRTECH 

 

SONNY BASALDUA, MAURICIO CEBADA,  
DEBRA MONTANEZ, GARY SMITH 

& RICK WILLIAMS 
AMMONIA SAFETY & TRAINING INSTITUTE 

 

BRANDON DAY 
AXIOM ENGINEERS 

 

AIMEE EALA 
BUCKLES-SMITH 

 

CONNIE STUBBLEFIELD 
CALIFORNIA TRADITIONS REALTY 

 

ALAN GERVAIS 
CENTRAL COLD STORAGE 

 

JUANITA OBISPO & HARRY QUALLS  
DOLE FRESH VEGETABLES 

 

YVETTE ALMANZA & MAGDALENA DOUGLAS 
FAITH  APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

 

CHRISTINE CORNEJO 
FULL STEAM STAFFING 

 

DUSTIN LORENZ  
KEMPER REFRIGERATION 

 

YVONNE GARCIA 
MARSH INDUSTRIAL REFRIGERATION 

 

SCOTT GOAD 
NUNES COOLING 

 

BUTCH SIMMONS 
PEMCON 

 

ANDREW LOMBARDO, 
CORI & MICHAEL SCHRECK 

PSIG INC. 
 

BEN MAJEWSKI 
SALINAS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

MARIO BARBA  
& GREGORIO CHAVARIN 

TAYLOR FARMS 
 

DAVID GROW 
TRUE LEAF FARMS 

 

PAT BATES  
WESTERN PRECOOLING 

 

CHRIS STUBBLEFIELD  
WHITEWAVE FOODS 

 

KATIE NUELLE, JAN TRAGETHON 
& JOHN WILLIAMS 

RETIRED 
 

MORNING SESSIONS 
 
7:00 - 7:50 am - Sports Complex Grounds -  
  Check In - Please help yourself to coffee 
and other refreshments in the Vendor 
Tent after checking in. 

 

7:50 - 8:00 am 
  Welcome and Overview - Don Tragethon & 
Bruce Welden 
 

8:00 - 8:45 am 
Health & Physiology of Ammonia -  Rick 
Williams, ASTI - A discussion on what pre-
ventative actions should be taken when 
working with a hazardous chemical in ad-
dition to information regarding the proper-
ties and physiological aspects of anhy-
drous ammonia. 

 

8:45 - 9:30 am 
Real World Response to a BIG One - Bob 
Olme, Division Chief Support Services, 
West Metro Fire Protection District - Gold-
en, Colorado - Fire/Haz Mat response to a 
significant ammonia release at a large 
cold storage facility. 

 

9:30 - 10:00 am 
Preparing for an OSHA/EPA Inspection – 
Stan Geist, California Dairies - Tips for 
surviving the unexpected; OSHA/PSM & 
EPA/RMP. 
 

10:00 - 10:30 am - Vendor Tent Break  
Visit the exhibitor tables and enjoy coffee 
and other refreshments. 

 

10:30 - 11:00 am 
Overview of Mechanical Integrity –  
Michael Schreck, PSIG Inc. - Mechanical 
Integrity is expensive but try paying for a 
catastrophic failure.  What you need to do, 
what you haven’t done and what you 
should do. 

 

11:00 - 11:45 am 
Knowledge Bowl Lecture Presented by 
Don Tragethon & Bruce Welden 

  Post-Harvest cooling is the life-blood of   
  the agricultural industry in Monterey   
  County. This overview will prepare partici-  
  pants for the Knowledge Bowl by review- 
  ing developments in cooling which have 
  occurred over the past 24 years since the  
  beginning of the annual Salinas Valley  
  Ammonia Safety Day.  
 

11:45 - 12:45 pm LUNCH 

SALINAS VALLEY AMMONIA SAFETY DAY SCHEDULE 
Thursday, May 25th, 2017 ▼ 7:00 am - 4:00 pm 

“EMBRACING THE FUTURE” 
Salinas Sports Complex - 1034 N. Main Street, Salinas, CA 

Registration Deadline May 19, 2017 
 

Fill out and fax copy to: Registrar, (916) 647-9761 OR  register online at 
www.svasd.com/registration 

Admission is Free - Breakfast & Lunch Included 
 

Name           
 
 
Name           
 
 
Name           
 
 
Name           
 
 
Name           
 
 
Name           
 
Number of Translation Sets Needed (If Any)    
 
Company           
 

Address             
 

City     State  Zip Code    
 
Contact:         
 
Email Address:        
 

Free Admission 
 

Salinas Sports Complex 
1034 N. Main Street 

Salinas 
 

Check in time begins  
at 7:00 am 

 

Continental Breakfast 
and Lunch is included. 

 

Questions? 
Please contact the  

registrar at 

(831) 297-2554 
REGISTER NOW 

 
 
 

 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS 
 
12:45 - 1:45  Knowledge Bowl - A fun and exciting game (audience participation  
  exercise) designed to test your knowledge of the morning presenta- 
  tions. Prizes are awarded to the three top scoring teams. 
 

1:45 - 2:00 BREAK 
 

2:00 - 3:00 Live Ammonia Training Recap - Gary Smith, ASTI & Panel 
  A recap of the live ammonia release training and demonstration that 
  took place on Wednesday will be presented. Key roles in the incident 
  response will be described and discussed, to allow attendees to  
  better understand the relationship between industry, fire and regula-
  tory response roles when an incident takes place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3:05 - 3:35 Conflict between 2016 CFC and 2016 CMC regarding ADT Option -   
  Kim Snowden P.E., Snowden Engineering                                           
  Fortunately, the 2016 California Fire Code still allows ammonia diffu-
  sion tanks (or flaring devices) for pressure relief vents (PRV). Howev- 
  er, the 2016 California Mechanical Code has eliminated ammonia  
  diffusion tanks, but still allows flaring devices. Where atmospheric  
  venting is not allowed, ammonia diffusion tanks are strongly pre- 
  ferred, as compared to flaring devices. 

3:40 - 4:10 Embracing the Future - Don Tragethon & Bruce Welden 
  A significant change is being realized as many of the workforce leave 
  active employment for retirement or other endeavors.  Preparing the 
  future workforce is an important and necessary process so we can  
  adequately embrace the future.  The presentation will cover this topic 
  along with other related topics that will affect the future workforce. 
 

4:10  WRAP UP AND FINAL OPPORTUNITY DRAWING AWARD 
 

1034 N. MAIN STREET 

SALINAS, CA 93906 

Operator Track Hands on Workshop 
2:00 - 2:30 Oil Draining Line Break Cal CA Demo Back Pressure Regulators 

2:30 - 3:00 Oil Draining Line Break Cal CA Demo Back Pressure Regulators 

3:00 - 3:30 Oil Draining Line Break Cal CA Demo Back Pressure Regulators 

2:00-2:45 
2:45-3:30 PG&E WILL PRESENT THEIR SAFETY DEMONSTRATION TWICE 

3:30 ALL TENTS CLOSE AND RETURN TO MAIN AUDITORIUM FOR LAST TALK OF THE DAY 


